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It doesn't take a political genius to jump through
the loopholes in the law. After contributors max
out on their direct contributions, they are encour­
aged to send more money to party committees. The
committees then pass the money on to the contribu­
tor's candidate of choice. While the law forbids co­
ordination between central committees and candi­
dates - wink, wink - that coordination happens.

Even more troubling, this practice allows candi­
dates to avoid disclosing the true source of their
contributions. As money flows from donor to re­
mote central committee to candidates, too often
the link between candidate and donor becomes ob­
scure.

The Fresno County Republican Central Commit­
tee got caught up in the funding manipulation and
had to pay a fine to the FPPC. It began when San
Diego County interests sent $82,900 to the Fresno
County committee last May. The Fresno County
GOP then sent San Diego County Assembly Mem­
ber Joel Anderson $78,755.

FPPC audits have shown that political commit­
tees frequently fail to disclose the money they dis­
tribute to candidates.

At minimum, the public should have a right to
know who is bankrolling a campaign before they
go in the ballot booth. Any candidate who violates
disclosure requirements should face stiffpenalties
- not just the forfeiture ofthe funds collected and
fines paid for by his or her campaign.

These penalties should include personal liability
for violations. As the tough-on-crime candidates
tell us: !fyou break the law, you should not be cod­
dled by the system.
.. Tell us what you think. Comment on this editorial by
going to fresnobee.com/opinion, then click on the
editoriai.

sults. While the foundation
has made strides, DeSantis
says his group is on a mis­
sion to become an even big­
ger player in our community.

He wants to develop a cul­
ture of philanthropy in the
Valley that equals other
parts of California. We run
behind other regions in char­
itable giving, and DeSantis
believes there are untapped
opportunities, even with the
region's demographics.

The foundation is making
a difference, and evidence is
the mark that the organiza­
tion made on our community
in 2009. Grants totaling $6.8
million were awarded to
about 250 agencies, accord­
ing to DeSantis.

There also are tax advan­
tages for donors who give
through the foundation.

We look forward to the next
phase of the foundation's
work, and applaud the contri­
butions it has already made
to our community.
.. Tell us what you think.
Comment on this editorial by
going to fresnobee.com/opin­
ion, then click on the editoriai.

Voters need full picture ofdonors
Tough penalties needed to force full
disclosure of campaign cash. -

When voters go to the polls, they deserve
to know all the relevant facts about can­
didates on the ballot. What are their posi­

tions? How have they voted? What's their experi­
ence?

And then they need to know the most crucial
question: Which interest groups and which individ­
uals are bankrolling their campaigns?

Unfortunately, the state's campaign laws don't
.always make that information available in a way
that is easily accessible or timely.

As California Watch, a project for the Center for
Investigative Reporting, noted in a recent article,
wealthy and politically well-connected donors con­
tributed tens of thousands of dollars to party cen­
tral committees during the last election cycle.
Those committees, in turn, delivered the money to
their party candidates.

Because the money does not go directly to candi­
dates, the donor's identity is often obscured and

.. contribution limits ignored.
Proposition 34, California's complex and easily

evaded campaign law, makes this sleight of hand
legal. Placed on the ballot in 2000 by the state's
most powerful politicians and approved by voters,
Proposition 34 permits individuals to contribute a
maximum of $3,900 directly to candidates for the
state legislature. But under those same rules, do­
nors can contribute eight times as much, or
$32,400, to party central committees in each ofCali­
fornia's 58 counties.. The committees are then free
to pass along those donations to candidates.

Foundation raises bar
for charitable giving
The Fresno Regional

Foundation has quiet­
ly been improving our

community's quality of life
by directing donations to'
local agencies and increas­
ing the level of philanthropic
giving. The once struggling
foundation now has assets ap­
proaching $50 million and its
leaders have pledged to dou­
ble that in the next five years.

The foundation's work is es­
pecially important during an
economic period that has left
many nonprofit organiza­
tions struggling for funding.

The Fresno Regional Foun­
dation was established in
1966, but it wasn't until about
five years ago that it saw a
rebirth. This didn't happen
by accident. The founda­
tion's board and its CEO,
Daniel DeSantis, decided it
was not meeting its poten­
tial, and they set out to make
it more visible and attract

. more donors.
That would allow the foun­

dation to improve the com­
munity with strategic giving
to agencies that show re-

Grandma thanks all who made wish come true

Blackwater heroes
After reading U.S. District

Court Judge Ricardo Urbina's
decision to dismiss the charges
against the five Blackwater
security guards accused of
killing unarmed Iraqi citizens in
a crowded Baghdad intersection,
I was delighted.

I returned from Baghdad in
November. I was living at the
U.S. Embassy and working there.
During my tour, I had the
opportunity to work closely with
the contractors who provide
security for embassy employees
and VIP visitors who travel from
all over the world to Baghdad.
These contractors are called to
travel outside the green zone to
protect these indlviduals. Only
they know what they encounter
out there.

The Iraqis are only beginning
to establish proper criminal
procedures, hence there is no
way anyone can tell what really
is happening. Please remember,
while we have an obligation to
help and protect the Iraqis, we
also have an obligation to
protect our military and U.S.
o,.,.,,.,lr.uooC' ur"h .... ..,.;uo ;'"hoi... ;';."..,0

obviously sick or elderly person
in any of them. No wheelChairs,
giaucoma glasses, or chemo
patients.

What I saw was, without
exception, midtwentyish,
seedy-looking characters with
glazed eyes, giggiing and
applying for "medical" marijua­
na while a hawker tried to urge
people off the street to "apply." I
could have gotten a card and a
stash in minutes.

I have nothing against the
'concept of medical marijuana,
but the actual law is ridiculous­
ly flawed and abused. It needs to
be rewritten or repealed.

Leonard Brown
Oakhurst

Michael Cycon Sr.
Clovis

We got short-changed
Americans hoped, prayed and

voted for promised changes. We
got change all right: short­
changed. Seems like its business
as usual with even more massive
spending.

The only visible change seen
is President Obama vacations in
Hawaii instead of Texas. What is
a vacation?

In the movie, Jack decides to
extend an olive branch of peace
to the new alien invaders by
providing a band, releasing a
white dove, and preparing a
welCome party. Thinking he was
right to offer the invaders peace,
he orders the music to start and
the dove released. Whereupon a
Martian pulls his gun fries the
dove with a ray gun, and then
turns the gun on the people.
Looks like President Obama just
got his dove fried.

Reggie Cornejo
Porterville
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Mr. Hutson guess his will cost
$5.5 billion, when the latest
estimates for similar reactors in
Texas and Florida are triple that
amount? .

Very little in this proposal
adds up. For a multi:billion
dollar project, Fresno Nuclear's The facts on taxes
Web site hasn't been updated in
nearly three years. None of Both Michael Der Manouel Jr.
California's nuclear utilities and Victor Davis Hanson write
express any interest in his against taxation of the incomes
project. Fresnans not wanting to of businessmen, so as to grow
be duped by an energy scam our economy. Believing this,
might just say to Mr. Hutson, however, we are "had" in two
"Show me the money!" ways.

First, taxation of business
David Weisman owners' incomes is unrelated to

Outreach Coordinator
Alliance for Nuclear Responsibility investment. Business income is

San Luis Obispo calculated after the write-off of
.expenses, which includes
salaries, of both business
owners and people hired. If
businessmen feel they must pay
themselves over a quarter-mil·
lion dollars per year, what do
they pay the people they hire?

Second, business is best
stimulated when money trickles

There's a better way
What sense does this make?

Child support payments can be
collected if the father, whose job
is primarily driving, loses his
license because of these missing
payments? Dub! Perhaps

Rod Smith
Sanger

Nuclear pipe dream
Your Dec. 29 story on John

Hutson and the Fresno Nuclear
Energy Group leaves unan-
C'urO"'CN n11oC'+i ....,.,C' Ur.lU lui" l\1T...

pleats in the bottom of the bag,
which is all cloth.

Seems to me instead of buying
new "sniffing" machines, they
need to retrain the operators on
the equipment they already have
in use.

Those darn air fares
We moved here from the

Midwest. Why does the Fresno
airport insist on using airlines
that overcharge for U.S. cities?
We drive to San Jose to save
hundreds of dollars to see our
son in Ohio. I know many ·other
people who do the same.

What is up with Fresno?

Darlene Ball
Coarsegold

Maria Alvarez-Garcia
Fresno

The truth about Fresno
Simple guidelines to improve

Fresno's PR:
• Put reality ahead offantasy.

Example: Boast about our true
strengths, where Fresno really is
No.1: cost-of-living, fruit basket
and recycling. !fthat's all there
is, fme - play them to the hilt
instead of diluting their worth
by bloating the list with phony­
baloney.

• Forget trying to "spin"
features into benefits, such as
being "centrally located." !fyou
have to change planes to get
there, it doesn't count.. And,
until we build a bullet-escalator
from River Park to El Capitan,
Fresno ain't the "Gateway to
Yosemite." That distinction
belongs to Fish Camp.

• Ifyou're not sexy, be .funny:
Our perfect motto is staring us
right in the face that we're so
far pitifully trying to save ­
"Fresno: The Ego Has Landed!"

Jim LaMar

My precious grandson, Adam Carbajal, was
chosen as a recipient of Wrap Up a Wish (story
featured Nov. 26) sponsored by The Bee and the
United Way. He was in desperate need of a special
needs bed, which cost thousands of dollars.

I want to personally thank The Bee, Bee writer
Ron Orozco, Bee photographer John Walker,
Linda Dippel and the United Way, Jennifer
Johnson from The Junior League, California State
Assemblyman Mike Villines, Ken May, Francisco
Mireles and Univision Channel 21, the Baker
family, the employees of Fresno County Public
Health Administration and all of you wonderful
people from the community who donated their
hard-earned money to make my grandson's wish
come true.

God bless you and your families_ Happy
holidays!
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